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June 26, 2024
TIEMPO LIBRE 2.0

July 3, 2024
FANFARE ON THE SQUARE
DARRYL TAYLOR, COUNTERTENOR & 
MIDDLETON HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR

July 10, 2024
IN NATURE’S REALM
BILL MILLER, GRAMMY AWARD-
WINNING NATIVE AMERICAN SINGER 
SONGWRITER & JANE STORY, VIOLIN

CONCERTS ON THE SQUARE®

2024 Season Lineup

July 17, 2024
TRUMPET SQUARED
ANDREW BALIO, TRUMPET & 
MATTHEW ONSTAD, TRUMPET

July 24, 2024
ON THE TOWN
SUZANNE BEIA, VIOLIN &  
KANOPY DANCE COMPANY

July 31, 2024
RHAPSODY IN BLUE
JOHN NOVACEK, PIANO
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Welcome to the 41st season of Concerts on the Square. 

LA·TI·DO (Heartbeat)

That’s the title of this year’s poster art designed and 
titled by local artist Angelica Contreras. With the return 
of Tiempo Libre, this beautiful poster, and the various 
food vendors on the Square, we are excited to celebrate 
the vibrant Latinx culture here in the greater Madison 
community to kick off the 2024 season. 

Latido del corazón - the “heartbeat” of what we do is 
focused on community and how music can touch us and 
bring us together. Over the past 40 years, I’m proud to say 
the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra (WCO) has brought over 
6,000,000 people together through music here in the heart 
of Madison. 

Our mission of strengthening communities through 
innovative, high-quality artistic experiences that entertain, 
inspire, and unite diverse audiences is central to Concerts 
on the Square. This series is for you, our community, and 
we hope you create memories this summer as we celebrate 
community and the power of music to speak to us all. This 
summer as you experience the magic that happens when 
musicians begin to play, or the powerful final note of each 
concert, I hope you’ll take a moment this summer to reflect 
on what our community means to you.

As always, thank you for letting us be part of your lives at 
each of our summer concerts. Thank you to our sponsors 
and community partners who make our work possible, and 
our audiences who show up each week and play a vital 
part of the music-making, community-building experience. 
Have a great summer!

On behalf of the entire WCO and with immense gratitude,

Joe Loehnis 
CEO
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Dear friends:

Our 41st season of Concerts on the Square has much to celebrate, opening 
with Miami-based Cuban band Tiempo Libre and featuring many guest 
artists. We note the 100th anniversary of Rhapsody in Blue with pianist 
John Novacek on July 31. Grammy-award winning singer Bill Miller, from 
the Menomonie Nation, presents his own symphony and story-telling 
performance of The Last Stand on July 10. San Diego-based countertenor 
Darryl Taylor makes his debut at Concerts on the Square with an aria 
by Handel, and a new work by New Zealand composer Victoria Kelly, 
accompanied by the Middleton High School Choir. Kanopy Dance presents 
a new symphony by local composer and UW Professor of Community and 
Environmental Sociology Michael Bell, along with Bernstein’s On the Town. 
We feature our 2024 Young Artist Concerto Competition winner, violinist 
Jane Story, Baltimore Symphony principal trumpet Andrew Balio, WCO 
Principal trumpet Matthew Onstad, and WCO Concertmaster Suzanne Beia. 

Continuing a 40-year tradition of six free concerts attracting thousands 
each Wednesday evening, thank you for supporting the Wisconsin Chamber 
Orchestra and Concerts on the Square.

Andrew Sewell
Music Director
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ANGELICA CONTRERAS
Angelica Contreras is a Latinx artist who explores the multi-layered relationships 
between identity, tradition, and popular culture. Growing up in the U.S. and Mexico 
provided a rich palette of imagery for Contreras. Within her artwork, there is an 
element of nostalgia present in its layers; sometimes reminiscent of childhood, 
adolescence, or tying in specific cultural references and traditions. Contreras 
incorporates the mediums of acrylic and oil painting and techniques of collage into 
her artwork, creating a rich palette of colors and textures. Her use of materials is 
as calculated as it is serendipitous, resulting in unusual cultural combinations and 
visual compositions. Her work acts as a bridge between various communities and 
cultures while reflecting her own life experiences.

Contreras was born in Whittier, California and moved to Guadalajara, Jalisco at 
an early age. She attended the University of Guadalajara, receiving a B.A. in Art 
in 2008 and a Masters in Art Education in 2016. Her artwork has been shown in 
exhibitions in Mexico and the U.S., including “Caja de Visiones” at Madison Museum 
of Contemporary Art and “The Hidden Faces/Los Rostros Ocultos” at Latino Arts, Inc. 
in Milwaukee. Contreras was a recipient of the Forward Art Prize in 2020, an annual 
award targeted to support the work of female artists in Dane County. She currently 
lives and works in Madison, Wisconsin, where she continues to create and showcase 
her art.

Visit www.angelicacontreras.net to see additional work.

Poster | 2024

Pick up your own 
poster at the 
Merchandise Booth
$15
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LA·TI·DO rinde homenaje a las 
comunidades latinas en Madison, 
Wisconsin, reconociendo cómo la 
música, al igual que un latido, sirve 
como una poderosa expresión de 
nuestra identidad cultural, la cual 
llevamos dentro como un recordatorio 
de casa. A través de esta celebración, 
valoramos la profunda conexión que la 
música proporciona a nuestras raíces, 
nuestros corazones, y la rica herencia 
que representa.

LA·TI·DO (Heartbeat) honors the Latinx 
communities in Madison, Wisconsin, 
recognizing how music, much like 
a heartbeat, serves as a powerful 
expression of our cultural identity, 
carried within us as a reminder of 
home. Through this celebration, we 
acknowledge the profound connection 
music provides to our roots, our hearts, 
and the rich heritage it represents.
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ANDREW SEWELL  |  MUSIC DIRECTOR  |  25 YEARS
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Violin I 
Suzanne Beia+
Leanne Kelso++
Hillary Hempel 
Sherri Zhang 
Katherine Floriano 
Kristian Brusubardis

Violin II 
Gerald Loughney*
Tim Kamps 
Anna Carlson 
Wes Luke
Steven Wilke

Viola 
Nora Frisk* 
Diedre Buckley 
Janse Vincent 
Christopher Dozoryst 

Cello 
Karl Lavine* 
Timothy Archbold 
Trace Johnson 

Bass 
Matthew Boothe* 
Victor Stahoviak

Flute 
Brandon LePage*
Elizabeth Marshall 

WISCONSIN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

MUSICIAN 
ROSTER

Oboe 
Christine Kim*
Lindsay Flowers 

Clarinet 
Nancy Mackenzie*
JJ Koh 

Bassoon 
Amanda Szczys*
Midori Samson 

Horn 
Linda Kimball*
Mike Szczys 

Trumpet 
Matthew Onstad*
Robert Rohlfing 

Timpani 
Kent Barnhart*

Percussion 
Lana Wordel*

+ Concertmaster
++ Assistant Concertmaster
* Principal

For individual performance rosters,  
please visit our concert pages
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September 
15-21, 2024

Cap Times Idea Fest 2024 is back 
and better than ever. Our stimulating 
sessions and knowledgable panelists 
will address topics and issues pivotal 
to Wisconsin and beyond with thought 
leaders across multiple disciplines. 

And many more! 

Find out more at captimesideafest.com.



Andrew Sewell begins his 25th season as Music 
Director for the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra this 
summer, and 8th season with the San Luis Obispo 
Symphony on California’s central coast. A conductor 
in demand, he has successfully built the Wisconsin 
Chamber Orchestra into a regional and nationally 
known ensemble. In California, he has inspired 
the central coast community with exhilarating 
performances at CalPoly’s Performing Arts Center  
in San Luis Obispo.

During his tenure with the Wisconsin Chamber 
Orchestra, Maestro Sewell has raised the orchestra to new artistic heights, 
expanded the repertoire, and provided new experiences for the audiences 
through innovative and adventuresome programming. In March 2024, the WCO 
released Harmony in Black, the first album of a five-year recording project, 
Musical Landscapes in Color. 

Maestro Sewell has served previously as Music Director of the Wichita Symphony 
(2000-2010), Mansfield (OH) Symphony (1997-2002) Resident Conductor of 
the Toledo Symphony (1995-2000), and Assistant Conductor of the Memphis 
Symphony (1994-1995).  As a guest conductor, he has led the Toronto, Detroit, 
Milwaukee, Florida, Columbus, Toledo, Syracuse, Illinois, Monterey, Gulf Coast 
and Eugene Symphony Orchestras as well as the New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra, Auckland Philharmonia, Christchurch Symphony, Dunedin Symphony, 
National Symphony of Mexico, Kyushu Symphony ( Japan), City Chamber 
Orchestra of Hong Kong, OK Mozart Festival, Peninsula Music Festival (WI)  
and Masterworks Festival, Spartanburg, (SC). 

A native of New Zealand, Maestro Sewell received his music training on the violin, 
piano and cornet, and began conducting at age 16. Six years later, he made his 
professional opera debut with the Mercury Opera and the Auckland Philharmonia 
Orchestra. Winning the Australian Guarantee Corporation’s Young Achiever’s 
Award allowed him to further his studies abroad. Sewell holds a Master of Music 
degree with Honors in Conducting from the University of Michigan.

In 2017, he was awarded the Service to Music Award from the Association of 
Wisconsin Symphony Orchestras and in 2013, the Rabin Youth Arts Award for 
Individual Achievement, by the Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra, for his 
services to youth and education. He and his wife, Mary, live in Madison, WI.

Andrew Sewell
MUSIC DIRECTOR 
WISCONSIN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
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At RSM, we’re pleased to support the Wisconsin 
Chamber Orchestra. We believe that the arts are a 
vital part of every community, and we’re committed 
to helping them flourish.

rsmus.com

We’re proud to  
support the  
Wisconsin Chamber 
Orchestra. 

RSM US LLP is the U.S. member firm of RSM International, a global network of independent assurance, tax and 
consulting firms. Visit rsmus.com/aboutus for more information regarding RSM US LLP and RSM International.



In 1949 choreographer Jerome Robbins suggested to Leonard Bernstein that they 
create a stage work based on Romeo and Juliet. The feuding families in Shakespeare’s 
play evolved into rival gangs of Puerto Ricans and self-styled Americans. By 1957 the 
musical was fully formed, and West Side Story went on to make Broadway history.

Aaron Copland wrote his “Danza de Jalisco” for two pianos during a stay in Acapulco 
in 1959. The orchestral version was included as the last of his Three Latin American 
Sketches, which was first performed in 1972. The dance has Copland’s trademark 
shifting meters and lively percussion suggestive of hand clapping.

Mexican composer Juan Pablo Contreras says that Mariachitlán is an orchestral 
homage to his birthplace, the Mexican state of Jalisco, and the city of Guadalajara, 
where mariachis play their songs in every corner and interrupt each other to win over 
the crowd. At the end of the piece, a policeman blows his whistle to stop the party, but 
the crowd chants Mariachitlán with increasing intensity and is rewarded with “more 
vibrant music that ends the work with great brilliance.”

In a program of Latin dance music, rhythm reigns supreme. The baqueteo is a rhythmic 
pattern consisting of a pair of measures, one syncopated, one not. It’s common in 
Cuban dance music.

The Mambo is a Cuban dance style popularized in Havana in the 1940s by bandleader 
Perez Prado. One version of it is the cha-cha-cha, which Cuban composer and violinist 
Enrique Jorrin introduced in 1953. The cha-cha-cha gets its name from the sound of the 
scraper known as the güiro and the shuffling of the dancers’ feet.

The music of Johann Sebastian Bach is so versatile that it works in many styles. “The 
“Jazzy Air on a G-String” takes as its departure point the second movement of Bach’s 
third orchestral suite.

“Tu Conga Bach” combines the C minor fugue in Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Book 1, 
with the shuffle step and kick of the conga line.  

The Cuban bolero, not to be confused with the Spanish dance in 3/4 time, is in 2/4 
time and blends instrumental and vocal performance in the Gomez-Marciano Bolero 
Medley.

Tiempo Libre 2.0
PROGRAM NOTES PROVIDED BY NORMAN GILLILAND
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JUNE 26, 2024

Tiempo  
Libre 2.0

ANDREW SEWELL, CONDUCTOR

PROGRAM
BERNSTEIN (arr. Maurice Peress) | Overture to “West Side Story”

COPLAND |  Three Latin American Sketches 
III. Danza de Jalisco

JUAN PABLO CONTRERAS | Mariachitlán

INTERMISSION

J.S. BACH (arr. Tiempo Libre) | Baqueteo

TRADITIONAL (arr. Tiempo Libre) | Cha-Cha-Cha Medley

TRADITIONAL (arr. Tiempo Libre) | Sones Medley

J.S. BACH (arr. Tiempo Libre) | Jazzy Air on a G – String

TIEMPO LIBRE | Tu Conga Bach

RAUL MURCIANO (arr. J. Gomez/R Murciano) | Bolero Medley

   *Program subject to change

RUN TIME APPROX. 1H 35M

CONCERT SPONSOR GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR

MEDIA PARTNERS

WCOCONCERTS.ORG 15
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Organist and composer Dudley Buck wrote his Festival Overture on the American 
National Air for an 1879 Independence Day celebration. Although “The Star-
Spangled Banner” didn’t become the official National Anthem until 1931, it was 
already known as the “American National Air.”

At age 23 Patrice Rushen began recording with the major jazz label Elektra. She 
says, “The richness and multi colors of the orchestra’s sound has always been 
attractive to me.” She says of some of her later works, including Fanfare and 
Fantasie, “These pieces are sonic landscapes with peaks and valleys, turns and 
twists and full of emotion.”

In 1906, when Reginald Fessenden transmitted the first classical music broadcast, 
he began with a recording of “Ombra mai fu,” the opening aria of Handel’s 1738 
opera Serse. The song says of a sycamore tree, “Never was a shade of any plant 
dearer and more lovely, or more sweet.”

Requiem, by New Zealand composer Victoria Kelly, is a secular view of life and 
mortality based on poems by New Zealand poets interspersed with fragments 
of the Latin Mass for the Dead. The second movement, “Requiem,” evokes a 
metaphorical lighthouse keeper who controls the light of the heavens.

When Michael Abels wrote the soundtrack for the 2022 neo-Western science 
fiction horror film Nope he had to meet the “threat level” described by  
producer-director Jordan Peele in the script and the ideas imposed by the film.

In addition to his 400 advertising songs, Robert Lowden wrote many 
arrangements of popular songs and show tunes. He served as the lead arranger 
for the Philadelphia Pops and often took a bow at the Music Pier after the Ocean 
City Pops performed pieces such as his Armed Forces Salute.

In 1880 Peter Tchaikovsky was asked to write music for the consecration of a 
monument to the 1812 defeat of Napoleon’s army by Russia’s armies and bitter 
winter weather. In his concert overture Tchaikovsky follows the action from the 
French victory at Borodino to Napoleon’s frost-bitten retreat from Moscow, 
reinforcing the orchestra with cannons that fire 16 times during the action-
packed finale of his 1812 Overture.  

Fanfare on the Square
PROGRAM NOTES PROVIDED BY NORMAN GILLILAND
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July 3, 2024

Fanfare on the Square
Darryl Taylor, Countertenor &  
Middleton High School Choir

ANDREW SEWELL, CONDUCTOR

PROGRAM
DUDLEY BUCK |  Festival Overture on the  

American National Air

RUSHEN | Fanfare et Fantaisie

G. F. HANDEL |  “Ombra mai fu” from Serse 
Darryl Taylor, vocalist

VICTORIA KELLY | Requiem
II. “Requiem”
Darryl Taylor, vocalist
Middleton High School Choir

INTERMISSION

ABELS | Selections from the “Nope” Soundtrack

LOWDEN | Armed Forces Salute

TCHAIKOVSKY | 1812 Overture

   *Program subject to change

RUN TIME APPROX. 1H 35M

GUEST ARTIST SPONSORCONCERT SPONSOR

WCOCONCERTS.ORG 17
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Ever since the first locomotive moved on a track, trains have fascinated composers. 
Among them was Eduard Strauss, who, with his brothers Johann Strauss II and Josef, 
were the mainstays of the Strauss musical dynasty. His “Mit Dampf!” (Steam Up!) comes 
from 1872.

Alexander Glazunov’s ballet The Seasons of 1900 included the first tailor-made role for 
the 19-year-old Anna Pavlova. The Summer tableau is resplendent with sunshine and 
flowers, pipe-playing satyrs and fauns and the Spirit of the Corn.

Edvard Grieg based “Cowkeeper’s Song and Country Dance,” the second of his Two Nordic 
Melodies of 1896, on themes that he’d used in piano pieces he’d written back in 1869.

In 1838 Felix Mendelssohn told violinist Ferdinand David that he intended to write a 
concerto for him and that the theme for it was already running through his head. But 
the work didn’t come easily. Mendelssohn didn’t finish his Violin Concerto in E minor until 
1844, by which time he was in the last few years of his career.

Mendelssohn took daring steps with the concerto. The solo instrument enters almost at 
once. Mendelssohn’s boldness paid off. The piece caused a sensation at its Leipzig debut, 
and it has gone on to become known as the most perfect violin concerto ever written.

Co-composed with Joshua Yudkin and Kristin Wilkinson, Bill Miller’s symphony The Last 
Stand was inspired by Bill’s childhood visit to the site of the Battle of Little Bighorn. Called 
a “symphony of hope,” it deals with the famous battle and the reconciliation which Bill, 
a man dedicated to his Native and Christian roots, feels must still occur. The La Crosse 
Symphony Orchestra debut featured Bill and Native American musicians and dancers.

“Wisconsin to the Front,” “Solid Men to the Front” – John Philip Sousa tried both titles 
before settling on “Wisconsin Forward Forever” for his 1917 march dedicated to the 
University of Wisconsin. The final title echoes the Wisconsin state motto Forward!

“The Last Stand” reflects the emotions and feelings of its creator, Bill Miller (Grammy 
award-winning Native American singer songwriter) regarding the Battle of Little 
Bighorn, or Custer’s Last Stand. He visited the battlefield in Montana many times as a 
boy, and continued to study and gain spiritual insights about The Last Stand throughout 
his life. This piece of music reflects the land, the people, the heritage, life experiences 
and strong faith in the Creator’s plan all led to the birth of this music. He is honored to 
represent American Indians across cultural boundaries in the symphonic world. 

Bill Miller worked with two composition team members. Kristin Wilkinson (Golden 
Globe nominee composer) provided the bridge from the guitar to the orchestra, the 
compositional framework and all orchestrations. Joshua Yudkin (Emmy award nominee 
composer and keyboardist) worked with Bill on original themes.

In Nature’s Realm 
PROGRAM NOTES PROVIDED BY NORMAN GILLILAND
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July 10, 2024

In Nature’s Realm 
Bill Miller, Grammy award-winning Native 
American singer songwriter & Jane Story, violin

ANDREW SEWELL, CONDUCTOR

PROGRAM
EDUARD STRAUSS | Polka with Steam, Quickly, Op. 70

GLAZUNOV |  The Seasons, Op. 67 
III. “Summer”

GRIEG |  Two Nordic Melodies for Orchestra, Op. 63 
II. Cowkeeper’s Tune and Country Dance

INTERMISSION

MENDELSSOHN |  Violin Concerto in E-Minor, Op. 64 
Allegro  
Jane Story, violin

BILL MILLER |  Symphony – The Last Stand, Bill Miller, Guest Artist 
I. Sweetgrass 
II. The Land 
III. The People 
IV. The Last Words of Crazy Horse 
V. Bird Singing Before the Storm 
VI. The Battle 
VII. The Healing of the Land 
VIII. The Ceremony

SOUSA | Wisconsin Forward Forever

   *Program subject to change

RUN TIME APPROX. 1H 35M
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WISCONSIN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

Joan Tower describes her Chamber Dance as “a tapestry of solos, duets, and 
ensembles where the oboe, flute, and violin are featured as solos and the violin 
and clarinet, cello and bassoon, two trumpets, and unison horns step out of the 
texture as duets.” She adds, “The ensemble writing is fairly vertical and rhythmic 
in its profile, thereby creating an ensemble that has to ‘dance’ well together.” 
Chamber Dance is a single continuous movement. The Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra premiered the work in Carnegie Hall in 2006.

In 1795 virtuoso Anton Weidinger invented a keyed trumpet capable of much more 
versatility than earlier trumpets, and he asked Joseph Haydn to write a concerto 
for him. In his Trumpet Concerto in E flat, the 63-year-old composer responded 
with characteristic brilliance and humor, dispensing with the customary dramatic 
introduction, and bringing in the trumpet with a single rather anticlimactic 
note. Soon afterward the trumpet returns with a passage manageable by any 
trumpet of the time. After those teases, Haydn brings the trumpet in again—with 
a dazzling virtuosity that announces a new era for the instrument. Weidinger 
practiced for four years before playing the concerto in public.

After about two centuries of obscurity, Antonio Vivaldi’s music won new 
appreciation in the 20th century. He wrote many of his concertos for the all-girl 
music ensemble of the Ospedale della Pietà, a home for abandoned children.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart conducted the debut of his Symphony No. 38 in D in 
Prague’s National Theater on January 19, 1787. What attributes of the symphony 
won over his Prague audiences? Possibly the powerful octaves that open its first 
movement. Possibly its long-held notes—in the horns, for example—which create 
a mass of sound that engulfs the listener. Possibly the reassuring quality of the 
entire symphony. A friend of Mozart’s pointed to the symphony’s unexpected 
transitions and fiery momentum as particularly appealing.

Whatever the audience was responding to, Mozart enjoyed his reception in 
Prague so much that he wrote a letter to the theater director there saying 
that most of the ovations the symphony had received were in response to the 
excellence of the orchestra’s performances of it.

 

Trumpet Squared 
PROGRAM NOTES PROVIDED BY NORMAN GILLILAND
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July 17, 2024

Trumpet Squared
Andrew Balio, trumpet &  
Matthew Onstad, trumpet

EMANUELE ANDRIZZI, CONDUCTOR

PROGRAM
JOAN TOWER | Chamber Dance

HAYDN |  Trumpet Concerto in E-flat Major 
Andrew Balio, trumpet

INTERMISSION

VIVALDI |  Concerto in C Major for Two Trumpets and Orchestra, RV 537   
Allegro  
Largo 
Allegro  
Andrew Balio, trumpet 
Matthew Onstad, trumpet

W.A. MOZART |  Symphony No. 38 (“Prague”) in D major, K. 504 
Adagio — Allegro  
Andante 
Finale: Presto   

   *Program subject to change

RUN TIME APPROX. 1H 35M

GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR
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Johann Sebastian Bach never collected his orchestral suites into a single volume, and 
the earliest surviving parts are mostly copies made by his son, Carl Philipp Emanuel 
Bach, and his student Johann Ludwig Krebs. The chronology of the four suites is also 
uncertain, but the Orchestral Suite No. 1 in C seems to date from early in Bach’s 
career, circa 1717 to 1723. After its overture the suite consists of stylized French dance 
movements.

Between 1773 and 1776, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart wrote at least five violin concertos. 
The teen-aged composer was the concertmaster of the Archbishop of Salzburg’s 
orchestra at the time and probably was the soloist in their first performances. In his 
Violin Concerto No. 5 in A, Mozart marked the first movement Allegro aperto, a term 
he used often in his early concertos, which implies radiance and gaiety. The concerto’s 
nickname “Turkish” comes from the third movement, during which a genteel minuet 
turns into an Austrian’s concept of wild Turkish music. The concerto premiered during 
the 1775 Christmas season in Salzburg. Mozart’s manuscript of the concerto is in the 
Library of Congress.

Madison composer Michael Bell’s Regeneration: A Pentalogy recounts five movements 
of life across the “spiral” of time: birth, youth, career, crisis, and realization. He 
celebrates the regenerative power of connecting to our ecosphere, particularly in 
the face of environmental upheavals such as climate change. Bell also integrates 
traditional Jewish Klezmer music into the work in a poignant honor to the memory of 
his cherished father-in-law.

The composer remarks that the choreography for Regeneration: A Pentalogy will move 
the dancers through the “spiral of time” and “the rhythmic journey towards achieving 
equanimity in attuning to and respecting nature’s essence.”

Leonard Bernstein began his 1944 musical comedy On the Town while convalescing 
from an operation to correct a deviated septum. He and lyricist Adolf Green, who 
was recovering from a tonsillectomy, shared a hospital room. Between games of gin 
rummy, they worked on a story about six sailors on leave in New York, each looking 
for the right girl. The plot provided Bernstein with an opportunity to blend symphonic 
techniques and jazz vernacular.

On the Town
PROGRAM NOTES PROVIDED BY NORMAN GILLILAND
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July 24, 2024

On the Town 
Suzanne Beia, violin &  
Kanopy Dance Company

ANDREW SEWELL, CONDUCTOR

PROGRAM
J.S. BACH | Overture from Orchestral Suite No. 1 in C, BWV 1066

W.A. MOZART |  Concerto No. 5 in A Major for Violin and Orchestra, K. 219, “Turkish”  
Allegro aperto  
Adagio  
Rondo: Tempo di menuetto 
Suzanne Beia, violin

INTERMISSION

MICHAEL BELL |  Regeneration: A Pentalogy  
IV. Antilogos (Crisis)  
V. Dialogos (Realization) 
Featuring: Kanopy Dance

BERNSTEIN | Three Dance Episodes from On the Town

   *Program subject to change

RUN TIME APPROX. 1H 35M
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Kennedy Center composer-in-residence Carlos Simon has written of “Holy Dance” from 
his Four Black American Dances that it calls on “the vibrant, celebratory character” 
that still exists in many protestant churches today. He adds, “I have composed music 
that mimics the sound of a congregation ‘speaking in tongues’ (murmuring in an 
unknown spiritual language) by asking the orchestra to play in a semi-improvised 
manner.”

In a career that lasted barely twenty years, George Gershwin made a lasting impact 
on American music. During a three-week Palm Springs vacation in 1933, he wrote most 
of his show-stopping I Got Rhythm Variations.    

According to one account, Gershwin was surprised when he read a newspaper report 
stating that he was working on a piano-and-orchestra piece which he would perform 
with the Paul Whiteman Orchestra. Another story has it that Gershwin wrote the 
opening clarinet part as a scale, but hearing the clarinetist play it as a sultry glissando 
during a rehearsal, preferred it that way. Rhapsody in Blue debuted near the end of 
Whiteman’s promised gala “jazz” concert at New York’s Aeolian Hall on February 12, 
1924. It electrified what had become a rather tedious evening and made Gershwin 
world-famous at the age of 25.

 Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Michael Abels describes his 1990 work Global 
Warming as an evocation of the warming of international relations at a time when 
the Cold War was declared over. The piece begins with a depiction of a vast futuristic 
desert with locusts buzzing in the background. The work continues in a more cheerful 
vein with elements of Irish music, African music, Persian rhythms, and drones. Then, 
suddenly, the piece returns to its stark desert beginning, “leaving it to the listener to 
decide which version of global warming they prefer.”

Classically trained Billy Strayhorn wanted to become a classical composer, but in 
the 1940s fulfilling that dream would’ve been very difficult for a Black American. 
Influenced by the music of Art Tatum and Teddy Wilson, Strayhorn became a prominent 
figure in the jazz world as a composer and an arranger for Duke Ellington, an artistic 
partnership that lasted for 25 years.

Rhapsody in Blue 
PROGRAM NOTES PROVIDED BY NORMAN GILLILAND

WISCONSIN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA24



July 31, 2024

Rhapsody in Blue  
John Novacek, piano

ANDREW SEWELL, CONDUCTOR

PROGRAM
CARLOS SIMON |  Four Black American Dances  

IV. Holy Dance
GERSHWIN |  Variations on “I Got Rhythm”  

John Novacek, piano
GERSHWIN |  Rhapsody in Blue 

John Novacek, piano

INTERMISSION

ABELS | Global Warming

TCHAIKOVSKY/ELLINGTON/STRAYHORN | The Nutcracker Suite 
(ARR. TYZIK)   I. Overture 

III. Waltz of the Flowers 
V. March

   *Program subject to change

RUN TIME APPROX. 1H 35M
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T he summer was not kind to Mad-ison’s outdoor classical music scene. Listeners and musicians found themselves breathing bad air from smoky Canadian wildfi res, sunbaked during the early season drought, and drenched by unexpected rainstorms, all of which postponed or canceled some of the city’s favorite musical traditions. Clearly, it’s time to go back to the concert hall, where area companies are mixing classics with more diverse contemporary material.
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra: Banfi eld and Brahms
The Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra con-tinues to feature more diverse composers, says music director Andrew Sewell. “There has been a lack of coverage of Black Amer-ican composers and we’re just trying to even the score, so to speak. We need more awareness of diversity in music and on stage, and that is part of what art does.”A special performance in October is the season’s cornerstone. “Harmony in Black” features the music of third-year artist in res-idence Bill Banfi eld and Grammy-nominated Patrice Rushen, a classically trained pianist best known for her blend of jazz, pop and R&B. Rushen’s Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, based on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life, will join Banfi eld’s Testimony of Tone, Tune and Time, highlighting the words of abolitionist Frederick Douglass, and his Symphony No. 8 (titled Here I Stand), which looks to singer/activist/actor Paul Robeson for inspiration. 

The concert will be recorded, and released Feb. 24, 2024, on Albany Records, Banfi eld’s label, as the fi rst of a fi ve-part project, “Musical Landscapes in Color,” a performance partnership between Banfi eld and the chamber orchestra. 
The WCO’s Masterworks series begins on Nov. 10 with “Majestic Brahms,” fea-turing Brahms’ Piano Concerto No. 2 in B fl at major, Haydn’s Symphony No. 13 in D and Gerald Finzi’s Love’s Labour’s Lost Suitewith guest pianist Maxim Lando.

Madison Symphony Orchestra: Happy anniversary
The fall marks the start of John DeMain’s 30th anniversary season as music director of the Madison Symphony Orchestra, an event the maestro is celebrating on Sept. 22-24 with “American Rhapsody,” a tribute to leading American composers.

“As an American born and trained musician, I wanted to play the music of my country,” says DeMain. “I have a long affi  l-iation with the works of George Gershwin, Aaron Copland and John Adams and the opening concert will have several fi rsts for Madison audiences.”
Copland’s Appalachian Spring, a personal favorite of DeMain, will be joined by Gersh-win’s Rhapsody in Blue, notable for its early infusion of jazz elements into the classical tradition. Adams’ The Chairman Dances: Fox-trot for Orchestra and Howard Hanson’s Sym-phony No. 2, Op. 30 round out the program. Pianist Terrence Wilson is the guest artist.

“We received a lot of letters asking for the Hanson piece,” DeMain says. “This is almost a premiere performance for us since the work was last performed in 1955 before we formally became an orchestra.”DeMain and company also have been diversifying the symphony’s playlist with more contemporary works and those by composers of color. The program “Mon-umental Moments,” Oct. 20-22, features works by Brahms and Shostakovich, but also “Three Dance Variations” from Fancy Free by Leonard Bernstein.
In November, in the program “Sympho-ny Gems,” compositions by Mozart and Schumann will be joined by William Levi Dawson’s Negro Folk Symphony.
The fall season also will include two organ concerts that take full advantage of Overture Hall’s Klais organ. The Oct. 6 concert, helmed by symphony organist Greg Zelek, features the music of such Latin American and Hispanic composers as Astor Piazzolla and Joaquin Rodrigo as well as Latin standards. Zelek will be joined by a band of veteran Miami musi-

cians he brought together (see sidebar).The Nov. 11 organ concert will feature guest organist Ken Cowan, whose program will go back as far as J.S. Bach but lean toward 19th- and 20th-century composers Elgar, Liszt and Messaien.
The organ performances are attracting a growing number of attendees, DeMain says, as many as 1,500 for a single performance.“We’re playing more new music today than ever before,” DeMain says. “I didn’t realize just how much music was out there. Expanding the canon of serious listening music by many composers is what orches-tras should be doing today.”

Madison Opera: Body count
American musicologist Joseph Kerman once referred to Giacomo Puccini’s opera Tosca as a “shabby little shocker,” large-ly due to the violence in its narrative. Madison Opera general manager Kathryn Smith, who is mounting a production of the 1900 work Nov. 3 and 5, takes umbrage at Kerman’s assessment.

“The opera is based on what was con-sidered a scandalous French play of the time written for the famous actress Sarah Bernhardt,” Smith says. “I am told Bern-hardt often changed the ending of the play based on where it was being performed because the original was too shocking.”Puccini wrote his operatic adaptation during the most productive period of his ca-reer, Smith says, following on the heels of La Boheme and leading up to Madame Butterfl yand Turandot. Calling it a “shabby shocker” minimizes its role as classic melodrama fi lled with famous arias, large choruses, and other features that make it a proverbial standard in the annals of grand opera.“Tosca is a great opera that we love to perform and haven’t done so in a decade,” Smith says. “Moreover, I don’t think it has the highest body count of every opera ever performed, but Italian operas do seem to end up with a lot of people dying.” ■

¡HOLA!
A highlight of the Madison Symphony Orches-tra’s fall season is “¡Greg Zelek y Amigos!,” part of the symphony’s concert organ series. Organist Zelek, the son of a Cuban mother and Polish-Irish father, taps his maternal musical roots for an evening of Latin American classics, jazz and popular music.

With the help of his former guitar teacher, Alvaro Bermudez, Zelek assembled a band of musicians from his hometown of Miami for a per-formance of works by Astor Piazzolla, Joaquín Rodrigo and others. Zelek will join the ensemble (on Overture Hall’s Orgelbau Klais organ), which also features Bermudez on guitar.

“This concert is basically about returning to my roots,” says Zelek, who grew up speaking Spanish at home. “I love the idea of having a bilingual program.”Zelek hopes the concert will attract audience members with Latin American backgrounds more interested in the repertoire than the instrument. Very few Latin American composers wrote organ music, Zelek says, which meant signifi cant research on his part for works that demonstrated the instru-ment’s versatility.
“As musicians, it’s our responsibility to research new music that might attract new audience mem-bers,” Zelek says. “My mom is so proud that I’m play-ing the music of our heritage on the Overture Hall stage that she’s bringing a large contingent of Cuban family members and friends from Miami to hear it.”

– M.M.

FALL A RTS PRE V I EW MUS IC

FROM BACH TO ASTOR PIAZZOLLA
The classical season cozies up to contemporary 

composers, but still embraces old friends
BY MICHAEL MUCKIAN

Andrew Sewell, left, and guest artist Maxim Lando with Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra, and Terrence Wilson, guest pianist with the Madison Symphony Orchestra.

MAXIM LANDO: CHRIS MCGUIRE / TERRENCE WILSON: HENRY FAIR
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Picks

MARCH 7-10

CodaFest
Cafe Coda
With 12 concerts over four days, the second 
edition of CodaFest features a strong focus on  
top-tier Midwest-based artists: Isaiah Collier & 
the Chosen Few, Adam Zanolini’s Helical Rising 
of Sothis, Javier Red Trio, Brennan Connors & 
Stray Passage, and others. Visiting from farther 
afi eld is trumpet legend Eddie Henderson, 
who has played with a who’s-who of artists 
since the 1970s along with leading his own 
bands; Henderson will lead a quartet including 
another prolifi c composer and bandleader, 
pianist Sharp Radway. Shows at 5, 7 and 9 p.m. 
on March 7-9 and 3, 5 and 7 p.m. on March 10; 
fi nd the schedule and tickets at cafecoda.club.

MARCH 7-17

Wine in the Wilderness
UW Vilas Hall-Mitchell Theatre
Playwright Alice Childress was perhaps better 
known for her young adult novels — you might re-
member her A Hero Ain’t Nothin’ But a Sandwich
— but she wrote many plays over the course of 
her career. Her 1969 play Wine in the Wilderness
brings together the race riots of the mid-1960s 
and the oft-contentious theme of the relation-
ships between Black men and Black women. 
Painter Bill Jameson is working on a large-scale 
work depicting his vision of Black womanhood; 
Tommy, his new model, who’s lost her home in 
the rioting, brings unexpected changes to the 
project. Shows are in Vilas Hall-Mitchell Theatre 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 7-17.

THURSDAY, MARCH 7

Eliades Ochoa
Overture-Capitol Theater, 7:30 p.m.
Singer, guitarist and songwriter Eliades Ochoa 
absorbed the traditional music of his native 
Cuba while learning to play guitar at a young 
age. As an adult Ochoa has kept that tradition 
alive on stages around the world as a Buena Vis-
ta Social Club founder and on many internation-
ally released solo albums. The latest is Guajiro, a 
collection of new songs mostly written by Ochoa 
exploring a range of styles but always anchored 
by his beautiful, fl eet-fi ngered guitar playing.

MARCH 7- 9

Li Chiao-Ping Dance
UW Lathrop Hall-Margaret 
H’Doubler Performance Space
The “I CHING 20 : On Seeing and Being Seen” 
concert features fi ve new works by Li Chiao-Ping 
which are part of the multimedia project “Dirty 
Laundry,” focusing on the history of Asian culture 
and immigration. The concert also includes 
works by special guest artist Omari “Motion” 
Carter, who will present recent screendance 
work and a live body percussion solo. Shows at 8 
p.m. on March 7-8 and at 2:30 p.m. on March 9.

MARCH 8-10

Canoecopia
Alliant Energy Center
Many folks got into paddling during the 
pandemic. Catch up with the crowd now or 
hone your skills by hitting Canoecopia. Gear 

of all sorts is for sale, plus more than 100 
presentations and clinics covering tech-
nique, survival skills, wilderness cooking, 
fun destinations (“Lofoten Islands: Norway’s 
Craggy Crown Jewels”!), and more. The expo 
runs 3-8 p.m. on March 8, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. on 
March 9, and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on March 10. 
Find much more info at rutabaga.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 8

Peach Pit
UW Memorial Union-Shannon Hall, 7 p.m.
The most recent album by Peach Pit, From 
2 to 3, is a set of catchy, gently jangly rock-
ers topped o§  with melodically melancholy 
vocals sure to get stuck in your head. The 
Canadian favorites will make for a good 
double bill with Madison’s Interlay, whose 
recordings so far are also earworms but 
heavier and darker-hued than Peach Pit.

Chris O’Leary Band
Red Rooster, 8 p.m.
Released in January, Chris O’Leary’s new 
album, The Hard Line, went straight to No. 1 
on the Billboard blues chart — an auspicious 
landing pad for his debut on the venerable 
Alligator label. It’s easy to see why the record 
is an instant hit; a dozen roadhouse-ready 
original songs showcase O’Leary’s gritty, 
soulful singing and biting harmonica play-
ing, backed by a tight ensemble (especially 
notable is the guitar work by Chris Vitarello).

M Shays single release
Harmony Bar, 9 p.m.
M Shays is the real deal, a melodic singer 
and a thoughtful songwriter with a solid 
backing band. This is a release party for a 
7-inch record of her latest single, “Bleed,” 
which features a soaring bridge (“su§ er 
in the night and bleed on me”) that even 
T Swift could envy. With all-out rock from 
RAE and powerful folk from Dana Perry.

SATURDAY, MARCH 9

Ronny Chieng
Orpheum Theater, 7 p.m.
A correspondent on The Daily Show since 
2015, Ronny Chieng has also made it to the big 
screen in hit fi lms such as Crazy Rich Asians
and M3GAN. In his comedy work, Chieng is 
fearless when it comes to speaking his mind and 
poking fun at just about anyone (as in a recent 
post-Emmy-win attempt to start a beef on Late 
Night with Seth Meyers) and is quick-witted 
and funny enough to solidly land his shots.

The Simon & Garfunkel Story
Overture Hall, 7:30 p.m.
This acclaimed concert-style theater show — 
complete with sharp video projection and a 
full live band — chronicles the evolution of Art 
Garfunkel and Paul Simon into the world’s most 
successful musical duo. With multiple touring 
companies that have taken the production to 
50 countries, The Simon & Garfunkel Story
includes performances of such hits as “Mrs. 
Robinson,” “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” 
“Homeward Bound,” “The Boxer,” “The Sound 
of Silence” and more — and it’s probably as 
close to a real-life reunion as we’re likely to get.

SUNDAY, MARCH 10

WCO Family Series
Overture-Rotunda Stage, 2 and 3 p.m.
What a great idea, to introduce kids to classical 
music with stories geared to their age level. After 
all, how many of us know The Barber of Seville
only thanks to Looney Tunes? In this free show 
from Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra, “Three 
Little Pigs Answer Beethoven Five,” the story of 
the Big Bad Wolf destroying the pigs’ various 
housing options is paired with the doom-laden 
opening notes of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. 
The rest of the piggies’ ultimately triumphant 
war against the wolf is also set to parts of 
Beethoven’s most famous composition. Between 
shows there are other kid-friendly activities.

LI 
CHIAO-PING 

DANCE
MAR 7-9

Picks

M SHAYS
MAR 8

Laundry,” focusing on the history of Asian culture 

work and a live body percussion solo. Shows at 8 
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Submit your event to 
calendar@isthmus.com

JIM BARNARD

LUCAS GOLDMAN

COURTESY LI CHIAO-PING DANCE
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Jamming with strangers
Majeska Mondays at the Up North celebrates with a 50th show

T his month, guitarist Ben Majeska will come off  a fes-
tival tour and have a week to prepare for a three-hour 
set of songs he’ll perform with three diff erent bands 

on the same night. 
That’s actually a lot of time for rehearsing compared to 

some of the past 49 editions of the kamikaze-style spectacle 
known as Majeska Mondays, a monthly residency that pulls 
national, regional and local musicians off  the road and onto 
the stage for a one-night-only jam. Majeska has produced 
and hosted the monthly Mondays at the Up North Bar since 
February 2018. May 13 will be the 50th.

If this approach sounds a bit risky, it is. Why would a 
performer slam together three hours of music with play-
ers he won’t see until the day of a show? “It’s as exciting 
as all get out,” explains a perpetually grinning Majeska 
while sipping a cappuccino at an east-side coffee shop. 
The format developed organically after Majeska moved 
to Madison from UW-Stevens Point in 2018, and soon 
after found his way to the Up North Bar. That’s where 
he familiarized himself with the many local players who 
f lock there. 

“Before you know it,” Majeska says, “I’m bumping elbows 
with some of the people I’ve seen and they’re inviting me to 
sit in and play with them.” When the band that played there 
the fi rst Monday of each month pulled out, bartender Teresa 
Hardy (also in People Brothers Band) asked Majeska if he 
wanted to take over. “I remember asking her if she wanted 
me to play solo, or what I should do,” Majeska says. “She said 
you can do whatever you want.” 

Majeska, who plays guitar with Madison-based Armchair 
Boogie (currently on tour with Pert Near Sandstone), among 
other projects, knew of a band at the time, friends of his who 
were touring through Madison from Kansas City. “I asked 
them if they would want to stop for the night and play with 
me for this residency.” 

Majeska Mondays was born. 
After that, the Monday slots became “a collaborative 

thing, whether I feature a band coming through and play 
with them, or I’m forming a one-night band out of local or 
regional acts.” Musicians he meets out on the road immedi-
ately go on his long and constantly growing list of prospects 
to perform at a future Up North Monday. 

Past mash-ups include members of Buff alo Gospel, Chick-
en Wire Empire, Old Soul Society and the People Brothers 
Band, to name a few Wisconsin-based acts. Recently Majeska 
arranged for bassist Mark Hembree, a former member of Bill 
Monroe’s Bluegrass Boys, to join in. 

You can’t magically create and execute a without-a-net 
production like this unless you have serious music skills your-
self. “Ben is one of my favorite guitarists in our music scene,” 
says Pert Near Sandstone founder J Lenz. “His technical 
talents and creativity are second only to his warm personality 
and friendly vibe.” 

I second the vibe thing. At the coff ee shop Majeska comes 
across like a lovable fi rst cousin you don’t get to see often 
enough. He seems like a guy you could trust on the stage and 
off . Turns out, trust is a signifi cant part of the Majeska Mon-
days experience. 

“I just love to be in those spaces where you don’t know 
where it’s gonna go,” says Majeska. “And I love being on the 
edge of a cliff  with all these people on stage and some of the 
people I’ve only met that day.” 

If this sounds overtly jammy, it is. But it’s also a product of 
work. Players exchange sound fi les of tunes in the weeks lead-
ing up to the commitment. Songs are selected and the chosen 
Monday members set about learning them from wherever they 
are in the country or state, meeting in Majeska’s apartment on 
the afternoon of the show for the one run-through.

Majeska’s rarely been turned down. “I’m so happy people are 
happy to do the homework like I am, because I like my 20-song-
a-month assignment.” Still, it can be a tricky balancing act. 

Majeska will celebrate the 50th show with some hands he’s 
mostly shaken before. The May 13 party will feature several of 
his side projects: a rumble of bluegrass, rock and country in the 
vehicles known as Wonderfunk, Harder Deeper and Big Country. 

Talking with past Monday performers, it’s clear a large 
Majeska Mondays family is in the making. Says Chicken Wire 
Empire fi ddle player Ernie Brusubardis, “Even having played 
so many Majeska Mondays, each one is amazing and I can’t 
wait for number 50 and 1000.” 

How many more Mondays does Majeska think he has in 
him? “I always say I’m going to do at least 100 of them.” But, 
he adds, “Now I feel like I need more than that, to do every-
thing I want.” ■

2201 
Atwood 
Ave.

(608)
249-4333

www.harmonybarandgrill.com

INDEPENDENT MUSIC VENUE SINCE 1990

MAY 10 • 9PM • $10

THE DISTRACTORS THE DISTRACTORS 
PRESENTS 
A SUBLIME 

SHOW

MAY 18
9PM • $15

BLUESTEM JAZZ PRESENTS

DIRK QUINN BAND
BLUESTEM JAZZ PRESENTS

DIRK QUINN BAND

W/ FRUGAL STU AND THE COUPONS
MAY 17 • 9PM • $10

CRUISIN 
ROUND 

DAVID LANDAU KIDS MUSIC
MONDAYS • 5:30PM • $5

MIXED OPEN MIC
MAY 7, 14 & 21 • 7PM

BLUEGRASS JAM
WEDNESDAYS • 1PM

JACK ‘O THE DUST
MAY 2 • 6:30PM

TEASE BURLESQUE SHOW
MAY 3 • 9:30PM • $10

MADISON RED / DOGTOWN HOLLOW
MAY 4 • 9PM • $10

THE NEW STELLANOVAS
(JAZZ QUINTET)
MAY 5 • 4PM

WVMO PRESENTS:
ANNIE AND THE OAKIES

MAY 8 • 6:30PM

LOU SHIELDS
MAY 9 • 6:30PM

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

STEEV BAKER AND THE DIRT 
SERMONES / THE BELLE WEATHER

MAY 11 • 9PM • $10

BLUES DANCE MADISON
MAY 13 • 7:30PM • $5

SMARTER THAN YOU TRIVIA
MAY 15 • 6:30PM

JON DELL
MAY 16 • 6:30PM

FREE!

FREE!

O’DARBY & FRIENDS
MAY 19 • 4PM • $10

CORK N BOTTLE STRING BAND
MAY 22 • 6:30PM

DAVID G. SMITH
MAY 23 • 7PM

CAJUN STRANGERS
MAY 25 • 8PM • $7 SUGGESTED DONATION

BIGTOOTH
MAY 28 • 5:30PM

PROJECT CONSTELLATION
MAY 30 • 7PM

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

Music  ANDY MOORE Ben Majeska: A guy you 
can trust on the stage.
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About the WCO
Established in 1960, the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra stands as a premier  
chamber ensemble rooted in exceptional musicianship. We’re committed to 
advancing classical music, removing barriers, and ensuring accessibility for all.  
It’s what drives us each day to create compelling and entertaining programs  
that bring people together.

This year celebrates 50 years as the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra. In 1974 the 
Madison Summer Symphony changed its name to reflect the expanded mission,  
a mission still being followed today. 

Under Maestro Andrew Sewell’s guidance, we make classical music accessible,  
from renowned concert halls to the vibrant atmosphere of Concerts on the  
Square®. Our goal is to make music a universal experience, open to everyone.

CORE ARTISTIC PROGRAMMING
Through our core artistic programming, the WCO annually brings live chamber 
music to 250,000 music lovers of all generations. Audiences enjoy our Masterworks 
Series at Madison’s Overture Center for the Arts, holiday performances of Handel’s 
Messiah, collaborations with Madison Ballet’s The Nutcracker, and Concerts on the 
Square, a favorite Madison summer tradition for over 40 years. Our Composer in 
Residence program, established in 2021, brings forth new music and allows us to 
deepen relationships in our community with a variety of engagements. New in 2023 
was the Composer Collective Series which houses the first five-year initiative, Musical 
Landscapes in Color, with the goal of shining the spotlight on living composers who 
have been underrepresented in the classical music landscape.

COLLABORATIONS ACROSS WISCONSIN
Through collaborations with local performing arts organizations, the WCO extends its 
artistic programming to diverse audiences and communities across multiple Wisconsin 
counties. Select concerts are also broadcast on Wisconsin Public Radio, reaching a  
broad listener base. Additionally, PBS Wisconsin annually televises a Concerts on the 
Square performance, reaching hundreds of thousands of viewers statewide.

YOUTH & EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Dedicated to fostering the growth of young talents and nurturing the love for music, the  
WCO places a strong emphasis on youth engagement, education programs, and mentorship. 
Our education and development initiatives, custom-tailored for young musicians, not only 
inspire creativity but also offer a space for their musical journeys to thrive.

CORE ENSEMBLE
Our core ensemble of professional musicians is led by Maestro Andrew Sewell, Music 
Director for 25 years. This talented group is managed by a dedicated administrative staff, 
overseen by a visionary Board of Directors, and supported by our reliable volunteers.
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Concerts on the Square remains free to all thanks to the awesome 
supporters who donate to the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra each  
and every month.

Begin your automatic monthly gift of $5 or more at the concert today  
to join and unlock these member perks:

•  A free beer (or other beverage) at the beverage booth

•  Entered into a drawing for a fully catered table for four at next week’s 
concert

•  Entered into a drawing for a Concerts on the Square blanket basket, 
including a collectible picnic blanket

• Discounted ticket offers for indoor Masterworks series concerts

DONATE TO JOIN TODAY AT  
WCOCONCERTS.ORG/FRIENDS
Or text “CONCERTS” to 801801

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE WCO! 
Support Concerts on the Square® while  
receiving perks throughout the year
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STAFF

Joseph Diedrich, Chair

Joyce Dieter, Vice Chair

Di Huibregtse, Vice Chair

Brian Yahn, Treasurer

Alan Fish, Secretary
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Asya Alexandrovich

David Allen

Deb Archer

Joanna Burish

Audra Hoy Chaimson

Brandie De La Rosa

Amy Fields

Alex Gee Jr.

Joe Loehnis, CEO

Andrew Sewell, Music Director

Jan Anderson, Office Manager & Executive Assistant

Audra Lange, Director of Marketing

Sam Pavel, Director of Operations

Elliott Valentine, Senior Development Manager

Cody Schreer, Operations & Personnel Coordinator

Kristen Diederichs, Music Librarian

Luci Randall, Interim Marketing Assistant

John Kraniak, Development Data Coordinator

Matt Gerding

Paul Higginbotham

Shari Kathe

Jun Lee

Paul Lenhart

Susan Lipp

Sawyer Meierdirk

Tom Neujahr

Harry Peterson

Chad Resner

Liz Stephens

Melissa Turczyn

Ken Yuska
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WYSO SIDE BY SIDE 
PROJECT
Side by Side is a partnership 
between WCO and WYSO that 
features mentoring activities, 
instrument sectionals, and 
culminates with a performance 
led by Maestro Andrew Sewell.

SUPER STRINGS
Super Strings connects the WCO 
musicians with elementary school 
children. While the context is 
music instruction, the aim is the 
development of life skills through 
a strong mentorship relationship.

FAMILY SERIES
Family Series is a free program 
that offers an engaging 
exploration of music for families. 
The program teaches musical 
concepts like melody and 
dynamics, all while exposing them 
to the sounds of live orchestral 
music.

YOUTH AND EDUCATION 

To learn more about WCO’s education programs please visit us online at 
wcoconcerts.org/education
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The Young Artist Concerto 
Competition is a highly regarded 
competition in which Wisconsin’s 
young musicians in piano, strings, 
woodwind, brass, and percussion, 
grades 9-12, compete for 
scholarships and the opportunity 
to perform as a soloist with the 
WCO at Concerts on the Square®. 

The competition takes place in 
Spring with applications due 

prior. The winner of the YACC will appear as a soloist at a Concerts 
on the Square® performance and will receive the David Lewis Crosby 
Scholarship in the amount of $1,500. The runner-up receives a $1,000 
scholarship.

YOUNG ARTIST 
CONCERTO COMPETITION

WISCONSIN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

2024 WINNER

Jane Story
Violin | July 10

Winner Performing 
this Season
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RESERVE A TABLE AT 
CONCERTS ON THE SQUARE®

Tables are perfect for entertaining clients, staff celebrations, 
family gatherings, and so much more. Support the WCO by 
reserving your table today with a charitable contribution.

3 CONCERTS
Tables of 10
ORCHESTRA LANE
A+ $4,500
A $3,300
CONDUCTOR’S 
CIRCLE
A+ $2,500
A $2,000

6 CONCERTS
Tables of 10
ORCHESTRA LANE
A+ $8,000
A $6,000
CONDUCTOR’S 
CIRCLE
A+ $4,500
A $3,500

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS
SINGLE  
CONCERT
Tables of 10
ORCHESTRA LANE
A+ $1,800
A $1,300
CONDUCTOR’S 
CIRCLE
A+ $1,000
A $800

SINGLE  
CONCERT
Tables of 4
ORCHESTRA LANE
A+ $700
A $500
CONDUCTOR’S 
CIRCLE
A+ $400
A $300

Table reservations are a benefit of charitable contributions to the WCO. Reservation 
availability is on a first come, first served basis. Please contact Elliott Valentine at 
elliottvalentine@wcoconcerts.org or 608.257.0638 as soon as possible to reserve a 
table for this season or for the 2025 season.

CATERING 
Have your table catered through Heritage Tavern, sample from our 
selection of food trucks, or bring your own!
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THE MADISON CONCOURSE HOTEL 
AND GOVERNOR’S CLUB

is a Proud Supporter of the Arts.

1. W Dayton St. Madison, WI | concoursehotel.com |



Suzanne Beia, Concertmaster
Susan & Jonathan Lipp

Leanne League, Assistant Concertmaster
Tim Kamps, Violin

Jun & Sandy Lee

Karl Lavine, Principal Cello
Diane Ballweg

Diedre Buckley, Viola
Tom Neujahr &  

Julie Underwood

PARTNERS PROGRAM
The Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra’s Partners Programs celebrates 
the direct support of a core WCO musician by a generous WCO 
donor. Together, true patrons of the arts and world-class musicians 
ally to make the best of classical music possible for our community. 
Please join us in thanking these remarkable donors and musicians 
for their contributions.
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$100,000+
Jun* & Sandy Lee

$50,000–$99,999
W. Jerome Frautschi
Rich & Beth Lepping
Timothy Reilley

$10,000–$49,999
1 anonymous donor
Diane Ballweg
Stephen and Laurel Brown Foundation
Linda I. Garrity Trust
Di* & Bruce Huibregtse
Kelly Family Foundation
Ron & Deborah Krantz
Susan* & Jonathan Lipp
Meester Family Foundation
Ms. Regina Millner
Don & Roz Rahn
Judi Raymond
Tom Neujahr* & Julie Underwood
Kenneth* & Virginia Yuska

Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra Cornerstone Society members each 
year contribute $1,000 or more to lay the solid foundation that makes 
Concerts on the Square® possible for our community. Please join us in 
recognizing these extraordinary supporters.

$5,000–$9,999
David* & Sally Allen Family 
Foundation
Karl Bethke
Diane Bless
Joe & Susan Boucher
Nathan Brand, Jr
Bruce & Nancy Braun
The Connor Family
Joseph* Diedrich
Tim & Renée Farley
Alan* Fish & Susan Goodwin
Otto C. Gebhardt III
Chris & Janet Homburg
Stuart Rossmiller & Polly Panosh
Thomas E. Terry
Gregg & Janice Tipple
Steve Weber
Diane & Dave Williams

Note: The list above is current up to May 20, 2024. We regret any errors and ask that you contact the  
WCO staff at wco@wcoconcerts.org or 608.257.0638 with any feedback about this listing. Thank you!

* Denotes 
WCO Board 

member
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William Dove
Jim & Jessica Doyle
Marlene Duffield & Terry Walton-Callaghan
Ed Feige & Elizabeth Palay
Philip & Doris Fish
Dan Fosdick
Tom & Leslie France
Matt Gerding
Tom & Ruthann Grantham
Greg & Carol Griffin
Larry Hands & Karen Kendrick-Hands
Anne Hartwig
Tom & Mary Beth Haunty
Paul Higginbotham*
Constance Lavine & Fred Holtzman
Shari Kathe*
Ralph & Erica Kauten
Bill & Stephanie Kissel
Milka & Ivan Knezevic
John Kraniak
Randy Kyle & Carrie Anderson
Brian & Jennifer Laatsch
Andrew Lochner
Peter and Jill Lundberg
Richard & Mary Lynch
Douglas & Norma Madsen
Jennifer Mcdonald
Sharifa Merchant
Lisa Messner
Tom & Ashley Moore
Nikole Neidlinger
Chris & Bob Newcomb
Frank & Laurie Peregrine
Martha Pernokas & Clark Johnson
Harry* & Sylvia Peterson
Evan & Jane Pizer
Nick Pjevach
Mike Potter & Sally Anderson
Jim Power
Janet Renschler
Chad* & Jennifer Resner
Evan & Catherine Richards
Bela & Ruth Sandor
Dean & Orange Schroeder
Wayne Schwalen & Barbara Fleeman
Andrew & Mary Sewell
Lise Skofronick
Rick & Joan Stach
Mary Stoffel & Rich Novotney
Jessica & Jim Yehle
Nancy & Ed Young
Stephen & Dawn Zanoni

$2,500–$4,999
1 anonymous donor
Asya Alexandrovich* & Maxim Vavilov
Jon* & Lori Anderson
Jim & Sue Bakke
Keith & Juli Baumgartner
Linda Bergren & David York
Curt & Elizabeth Brink
David & Audra* Chaimson
Philippa Claude & Antony Stretton
Marty & Amy* Fields
Michael George & Susan Gardels
Ei Terasawa Grilley
Scott & Natalie Hagen
James Hess & Tien Quynh Truong
Charles & Tammy Hodulik
Christine & Jeff Molzahn
Reynold V. Peterson
Brett Rimkus
Elaine Rosenblatt
Lauri & George Sperfslage
Erica St. Angel
Fran & Brad Taylor
Glenn and Jane Watts
Amy & John Wong

$1,000–$2,499
Deb* & Dean Archer
Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith
Sue & Ellis Bauman
Amanda Berg
Joan Bruns Berstein
Norman & Barbara Berven
Dr. Nan Beyer-Mears
Nate & Sarah Boebel
Joel Buchanan
Catherine Buege
Drs. Sunita & Suresh Chandra
Ellie & Ken Chin
Lynn & Dennis Christensen
Lau & Bea Christensen
Steve & Jill Cohan
Lea Culver
Cummings Christensen Family Foundation
Nick & Becca Curran
Corkey & Betty Custer
Rita Davis
Walter & Londa Dewey
Stephen & Joyce* Dieter
Dennis & Maribeth Dorn
Alison Dorner
Robin Douthitt
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Thank you to the amazing members of the Friends of the WCO, who donate  
each and every month to ensure the WCO musicians have the support they  
need throughout the year!

Friends of the WCO

FRIENDS OF THE  
WCO MEMBERS
1 anonymous donor
Jaron Acker
Renee Adler
Jon* & Lori Anderson
Deb* & Dean Archer
William & Susan Babler
Olivia Barrow
Namuun Batbayar
Connie & David Beam
Dan Berman
Christopher Bjork
Diane Bless
Sharon Brantmeier
Mary Braucht
Joan Brennan
Larry & Mary Kay Burton
Chrissa Capozzi
David & Audra* Chaimson
Jim Chiolino and Terry 

Svaglic
Hugo Christensen
Jim Cole
Jennifer Comer
Kathy Cook
Susan Cook & Roger 

Pierson
Casey Della Santa
Eric & Lori Dalrymple
Malcolm Davis
Kathleen Devries
Joseph* Diedrich

Suzanne Doody
Elizabeth Elsoffer
Caitlyn Emrick
Kathryn Finkelmeyer
Alan* Fish & Susan Goodwin
Philip & Doris Fish
Nancy Floeter
Tom & Leslie France
David Frankson
Bridget & Donald Fraser
Rebecca Furdek
Michael George & Susan 

Gardels
LeeAnn Glover
Alison Gold
Bricen Gray
Ei Terasawa Grilley
Adrian Grimes & Holly 

Gefroh-Grimes
Kristen & Patrick Grimes
Scott Groff
Amanda Franklin
Marty Gustafson
Kelly Gutt
Nancy Hacker
Lisa Hansen
Monica Hansen
Dave Hanson
Samantha Hartke
John Hayward & Susan 

Roehlk
Paul Higginbotham*
Peg Evans

John & Valerie Hoch
Sharon & Paul Hoffmann
Kirsten Houghton
Kim Huff
Nicholas Humphrey
Scott Hunicke-Smith
Sheryl & Doug Hursh
Gary Hutchins
Jason Ilstrup
Bruce & Chris Janus
Jay C. Kaiser
Margaret Kamla
Donna Kapheim
Jean Kasten
Shari Kathe*
Pam Keating
MJ Kennedy
Derek Kindle
Bill & Stephanie Kissel
Bethany Kois
Gary Kopan
Alan & Lisa Kromanaker
Janet & Douglas Laube
Marilynn Lawler
Kerri Lehman & Sara Hinkel
Anthony Lennon
Andrew Lindquist
Jeanne Loehnis & Jamie 

Loehnis
Joe Loehnis & Evan Moss
Craig & Amy Lorimer
Irene Wren & David Lovell
Susan Lowry
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Patricia & Michael Lucey
Susan & Allan Luskin
Tom & Melody Lynch
Brian & Diana Mahaffey
Dan Maloney
Yessenia Martines
Michael McArdle
Sheila McCabe
Nancy McCartan
Laura McDonald
Brad McDowell
Jennifer & Jeff McFarland
Jill McGlin
John & Cindy Mehl
Giannina Milani & Clay Rehm
Tina Miller
Greg & Stephanie Monday
Kate Morand
Jennifer Morgan
Paul Murphy
Rona Neri
Doris Neumann
Joann Nichols
David Niemi
Nicole Nietlisbach
Betsy & Doug Nordstrom
Ann O’Brien
Ian C. Olson
Lindsay & David Ordway
Jessica Patchett
Kelsi Pederson
Melisa Perez
Gayle Perlberg
Jennifer Peterson
Marcee Place

Amber Porter
Brian & Annette Porter
Michael Porto
Michele Post
Steven Powell
Beth Prestine
Ms. Paula L Primm
Josephine Putnam
Kris Rasmussen
Dr. Karen Reece
Diana Rhoads
Susan Riesch
Donna & Marty Rifken
Elizabeth J. Rockwell
Michael Ross & Kirsten Fruit
Jane Rouleau
Janis Rozenbergs
Brian & Erin Ruppert
Morris Sadicario
Julie Sadowsky
Matt Sanders
Dennis Saye
Kim Schachte
Tiana Schmale
Joshua Schmidt
Susan Schmitz & Gary 

Peterson
Joni & Bill Schott
Karen Schreier
Nora Schreier
Anna Schuette-Reid
Myron Sherry
Ellie Silver
Michael Sletten
Dr. Catherine A. Smith

Emily Sperka
Mary Stoffel & Rich 

Novotney
Lynne & Carl Strasburg
Richard Strohmayer
Ulrika Swanson
Anne Leclaire-Thoma
Karen Torvell
Mimi Troutman
Harry Tschopik
Tom Neujahr* & Julie 

Underwood
Emily Vaillancourt
Elliott Valentine & Katelyn 

French
Leslie Vaughn
Bruce & Jeanne Venzke
Naveen VK
Susan & Stephen Webster
Sean Wehrly
Mark & Rhonda Wendricks
Victoria Whelan
Barbara White
Paul Whiting
Romelle Witkins &  

Dr. Kenneth Rineer
Georgiana Wilton
Nancy A. Wood
Kathryn Woodson & David 

Jurgensen
Brian* Yahn & Darlene 

Murphy
Judith L. Zimmerman

Note: The list above is current up to May 20, 2024. We regret any errors and ask that you contact the  
WCO staff at wco@wcoconcerts.org or 608.257.0638 with any feedback about this listing. Thank you!
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American Family Insurance
ATC
Baker Tilly
Canopy Wealth Management
Emmi Roth
Energy Services, Inc.
Evjue Foundation / The Cap Times
Exact Sciences
First Business Bank
Frank Productions
Group Health Cooperative - SCW
Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison
Holmes Murphy & Associates
Hooper Corporation Foundation
Isthmus Partners, LLC
JP Cullen
Lake Ridge Bank
Madison Gas & Electric

Media Partners
Exclusive TV Media Partner - News3

Madison Magazine, Phase 3, Channel 3000, CityCast Madison, 
Isthmus, Magic 98, PBS Wisconsin, Wisconsin Public Radio

Production Partners
Audio for the Arts, Aramark, Gorham Productions,  
JEM Productions, Frank Beverage Group,  
Painted Post MultiMedia, PBS Wisconsin

Ma dison Black Chamber of 
Commerce

Madison Top Company
Meester Family Foundation
Morgan Murphy Media
Nelnet
Park Bank
Quartz
RSM US LLP
Strand Associates
Steinhauer Charitable Trust
SVA
TruStage
Urban Land Interests
US Bank
Wollersheim Winery
Woodman’s Market

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS!
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Please join us in thanking the hundreds of individuals, businesses, and 
foundations who give back through their financial support of Concerts 
on the Square. Our community would not be what it is today without you. 
Thank you!

WCO Contributors

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
8 anonymous donors
Elton & Carrie Aberle
Eileen Ahearn & Mark Kliewer
Marla Ahlgrimm
Tamara & Gary Albrecht
Susan Allen
Glen Allison
Robert Andersen
Greg Anderson
Josh Anderson
Bruce & Margaret Anderson
Mary Pikul Anderson
Sally E. Anderson
Sue Anderson
George Austin & Martha Vukelich-Austin
Gina M. Bailey
Ken & Judith Balkin
Lyle Banks
Steve & Leigh Barczi
Jeffrey & Angela Bartell
Pamela & William Bass
Ryan & Janelle Baxter
Larry Bechler & Patty Struck
Karen Beck
Wendy and Marshall Beck
George & Donna Beestman
Patsy Behling & Virginia Anderle
Kelly Loch Behn
Mary & O. L. Bell
Ronald Benavides
Todd & Patricia Bender
Donald Bennett
Gary Bennett & Joe Alexander
Susan & George Benton
Patricia Sweeney
Barry and Debra Berman
Niles & Linda Berman
Trevor Berman & Julie A. Damon
Jack Bernfeld
Christopher & Mary Pat Berry
Mariann Bertram
Jack & Nancy Beschta
Anna Biermeier & Roger Hanson
Ellen Hartenbach & Beth Binhammer
Gail Bishop
Evan & Wendy Blanchard
Kathleen Blandford
Julie Bogle
Angela Bong
Arturo Bonomie
Anna Bourdeau
Tucker & Carmen Boyd
Michael & Robin Bradburn
Peter Bradley
Mitchell Bradt

Susan Braemer
Jeff D. Brandt
Judith Brandt
Dr. Gurdip & Ms. Dorothy Brar
Don & Carola Breckbill
Frank & Tammy Bremser
Joyce & Daniel Bromley
Kirk Brown & Lori Diprete Brown
Jennifer Bruhn
Barbara Bruno
William Bucknam
Buffington
Christopher & Peggy Bugg
Charles & Joanne Bunge
Kenneth & Mary Sue Burbach
Joanna Burish*
Brent & Kay Burki
Heidi Burmeister
Roger Burns
Walter Burt
Michael Burton & Joan Kinney
Vern & Phyllis Buskager
Julie Buss
Angela Byars
Courtney A Byelich
Amie & Phil Cajka
Jane & Gene Call
Carol Carey
Lynn Case
Chalmers Jewelers
Robert Chan
Rick Chandler & Heidi Pankoke
Susan Chapman
Robert Chiesa
Gary Choncholas
Teresa & Peter Chow
Dianne Christensen & Roy 

Christianson
Jack Cipperly
Joe & Marti Clausius
Susan Coats
Judy Coburn
David & Wendy Coe Charitable Trust
Sam Coe
Casey Collins
Kathy Condit
Diana M. Cook
Charles Cooley
Andrew Coppoolse
Louis Cornelius & Pris Boroniec
Allen & Christine Crahen
Nancy Crassweller
Gregg Curry
Mary Curry
Charles & Kathryn Czuprynski
Ruth N. Dahlke

Richard & Avis Davis
Sally & James Davis
Erin Decker
Kathleen DeMets
Diane & Robert Dempsey
Ann & Phil Dettwiler
John A DeVries
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Diamond
Jackie and Frank DiNatale
Gail & Gib Docken
Sandy Dolister
Rosemary M. Dorney
Dr. & Mrs. Richard K. Dortzbach
Trish Doyle & Dennis Durow
Barbara Drake
Dave & Joy Drummond
Dale Dull
Deidre and John Dunn
Kathryn Dunn
Karen Duvall
Phil & Mary Lou Dzick
Patrick & Lloyd Eagan
Paul & Barbara Easton
Lynne Edebohls
Edward & Rosanne Ehrlich
Susan E. & Henry C. Eichhorn
Jane Eisner Fund, a component fund at 

Madison Community Foundation
David & Marty Ellestad
James Elliott & Chris Wieser
Rosemarie & Ron Elliott
Mary Ellis
Joyce & Leo Endres
Melissa & Jeremy Endres
Kyle & Marylee Engelke
Gary Ernst
Janet Estervig
Terry & Marty Evanson
Jay & Paula Everard
Blake Evert
Joel Buchanan & Julie Fagan
Elizabeth Fayram
Mary Jo Feeney Gebhardt
Jeffrey Feinblatt
Robert Fessenden
Bob & Barb Fett
Mark Fetterolf
Ted Finman
Doris Fish
Casey FitzRandolph
Marc Flood
Eric Flores
Marshall and Linda Flowers, Jr.
Marcea Folk
Charles Ford & Sharon James
Milton & Emily Ford
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Pixi & Bob Foulks
Bernard & Lynda Fourrier
Evelyn Fox
Peter & Karen Foy
Jenny Frank & David Peterson
Kim Freeman
Stephen Freese
Dr. Andrew & Lisa French
Janet & Byron Frenz
Sara & Gary Frings
William Gannon & Celeste Richards-

Gannon
Fred Gants
Jac & Edye Garner
Deirdre W. Garton
Alexander* and Jackie Gee
Matt Germaine
Barbara Gessner
Carl Getto
Sally Wilmeth & Terry Geurkink
Wesley Gill
David & Cathy Gillman
Patricia Giuliani
Evan & Emily Gnam
Tom & Josie Gobel
Tom & Cindy Godar
Kevin & Carla Gogin
Robin Goldberg
Steve Goldberg
Jennifer Golden
Beth Goldstein
Mary B. Good
Brad Goodsell
Rob & Mary Gooze
Sunil Gopalan
Bob & Linda Graebner
Carl & Nancy Graf
Paula Graf
Judy Grainger
Michele & Jared Greenberg
David R. Greunke
Mark & Molly Griffin
Sarah & Kyle Griffin
Kristen Grimes
Randall & Pam Grobe
Catherine Grothe
Lila Gullixson
Peggy Gunderson
Kim & Randy Hackbarth
Magdalene Hagedorn
Tamara Hagen
Bezalel & Elizabeth Haimson
Lisa Hajek
Kathleen Harker
Mary Harris
Susan Harrod
Robert Harvey & Terri Peterson
Dennis Hatfield
Colin Hector
Jan & Maria Heide
Elise Hein
Richard & Ruth Hein
Tim & Jana Heinrich
Mark & Melinda Heinritz
Kurt & Muggs Helin
Jordan Henkel

Patrick & Janet Hennessey
Joe & Liz Henry
Susan Herbst
Walter & Barbara Herrod
Russ & Diane Hildebrandt
Lorne Hillier
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hinderaker
Sharon Hirschfeld
Mary Hoddy
Les & Susan Hoffman
Julie Holen
John Holmes & Susan Valentine
Michael Hoon & Diana Rodum
Kurt Hornig & Alfredo Sotomayor
Bill Houlihan & Mary Gerbig
Jim & Laurie Howard
Matt & Laura Howard
Stacy Huegerich
Linda & John Hughes
Chauncey Hunker & Mike Schmidtke
Patricia Huyett
Petar Igic
Stanley & Shirley Inhorn
Heather Ivanov
Judy Jackson & Carl Dickson
Nancy Jackson
Steven Jacobson
Kaye Jaeger
Anna January
Ashley Jenkins
Edith & Thomas Jerrivola
Matthew Jewell
Anne Johnson
David & Linda Johnson
Ed Johnson
Jacob Johnson
Paul & Leslie Johnson
Roger Johnson
Ron Johnson & Ellie Morgan
Silas & Marj Johnson
Dennis Jolley
Don Jones
Karen Jones
Keelie Jones
Rosemary & Lee Jones
Jackie Judd
Vickie & Mike Julka
Alice Jungemann
Gary Kakazu
Ifat Kamin
Fred Kamps
Keith Kaufman
Virginia Kaufman
Lee & Arlys Kempf
Heidi & Matthew Kenney
Linda & John Kenney
Daniel Keyes
Charles & Valerie Kime
Amy & Brian Kishter
Peggy Kiss
John & Pamela Kitslaar
Laura & Andrew Kitslaar
Shawn Klasek
Robert Klassy
Joan M. Klein
Larry Kleinsteiber

Alan Klugman
Marsha Kniebuehler
Tom & Sharon Knoop
Andrew Koch
Kris Koenen
Lois Komai
Carol & Tom Kratochwill
Glenn Krieg
Linda Krueger
George & Susan Krug
Marilyn Krump
Margaret S. Kryka
Polly Kuelbs & Judy Nepokroeff
William & Maxine Ladwig
Mark Lahr
James Lake
Larry & Annette Landsness
William Lane
Bob & Jan Langdon
Audra Lange
Martha and Mark Lange
Mary & Steve Langlie
Daniel Larson
Susana Lastarria-Cornhiel
Susan & Donald Lauffer
Barbara & Cal Lawton
Lynn Lazzaro
Cristy Lee
Fred Lee & Marjorie DiMaggio
Jun & Jeffrey Lee
Dr. Maurice A. Lee
Paul Lenhart*
Bill & Lisa Levy
Steve Limbach
Alison Lindsay Mares
Jeffrey & Linda Lipp
Barbara Loevinger
Gwen & James Long
Robert Lopez
Sarah Lorenz
Judith A. Louer
LPL Financial
Ronald Luskin & M. Therese Ruzicka
MaryAnn Lynch
Iain & Madge Macfarlane
José J. Madera
John & Mary Madigan
Deborah Mahaffey
Adam Balin & Karin Mahony
Kathryn Maier
Garrick & Susan Maine
Maija Maki-Laurila
Sherry Malone
Mary Manering & Dennis Tande
Gretchen Manthei
Jeanne Marshall
Steven & Mary Martin
Ann & Tom Martinelli
Linn Roth & Jean Martinelli
Kathleen Martin-Taylor
Olga Matsyuk
Diane Mayland & Mike Hennessy
Mike & Clare McArdle
Gordon & Jan McChesney
Susan L. McClain
Mr. Charles McLimans & Dr. Richard 

M. Merrion

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED
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Gayle McMorrow
Howard & Nancy Mead
Amanda Meier
Sawyer Meierdirk*
Magdalena Mejillano & Modesto 

Gonzales, Jr.
Keli Melcher
Tracy Melin & Steve Klick
Carol Melitsoff
Michael Meton
Dale Meyer
Keith Meyer & Emily Auerbach
Sigurd Midelfort
Lawrence & Julie Midtbo
Giannina Milani & Clay Rehm
Jon & Cookie Miller
Mark Miller & Terry Sizer
Thomas & Donna Miller
Linda Mintener & Bob Jones
Oscar Mireles
Wayne Mixdorf
Allan & Karen Moore
Carol Moore
Mark & Nancy Moore
Andreanna Moravec
Ron & Connie Morken
Jacob Morrison & Anne Neujahr 

Morrison
Jacqueline Mortell
Kathy Mortell
Emily Mortenson
Stephen Morton
Greg & Sharon Moses
Mike & Cheryl Moskoff
David Moss & Colleen Beaman
Hart Moss
Alice & William Mowbray
Guy Mueller
Bill Muir
Ingrid & Brent Mullane
Bradley & Kelly Mullins
Tess Mulrooney & Paul Eastwood
Brian Munson
Heidi Murphy
Margaret Murphy-Kidd
Genevieve Murtaugh
Jerrold & Virginia Myerson
Julie Nelson
Krista & Don Nelson
Rosemary Neu
Jeff & Lisa Nickols
Stan & Bev Ninedorf
Karen Nissen-Boryczka
Glenda Noel-Ney & William Ney
Jeff Noltner
Robert Norton
Heidi & Thomas Notbohm
Daniel O’Brien
Adrienne Olson
Jesse & Amy Olson
Darlene Olson
Peter & Cheryl Olson

Matthew Onstad & Beth Larson
Ron & Janice Opelt
Bruce and Cindy Opsal
Barbara Pampalone
Greg & Sheree Paradise
Joel Pare
Alan Parker
Ryan Parkos
Tim Parks
Patricia & Allan Patek
Douglas Peaslee
Alice Pedersen
Joseph Perkins
Joan Petersen
Joanne Peterson
Carol Phelps
Larry & Phyllis Pierce
Rex Piercy & Lee Johnsen
Tad & Hannah Pinkerton
Peter & Mary Plane
Jerald & Dian Polly
Tom Popp
Sonia Porter
Erika Pospichal
Richard Powell
Susan & Steve Pschorr
Weina Qin
Robert & Barbara Fahrenbach
Michael Ray & Kimmy Ray
W. Charles & Helen Read
Richard & Mary Ann Reale
Sherry Reames
Thomas & Linda Redding
Robert Alan Reed
Kerry Rees
Richard Reichardt & Susan Ihler
Cliff & Carol Reithel
Carol Reneau
Lindsay & Skip Resenhoeft
Henry Revercomb
Michael Rewey & Rose Messina
Liz Reynolds & Starr Moss
James Rhem & Sarah Lind
Satya Rhodes-Conway & Amy 

Klusmeier
Drs. David & Joy Rice
David L. Rice
Matt & Patty Richards
Stanley Richter
Mary Rider & Thomas Corbett
Susan & Gordon Ridley
Michael Ries
Ann Ripp
Sergei Pavlov & Yanzel Rivera
Alexandria Roe
Chuck & Jill Roethe
Sarah Rose
Gary & Jill Rosenshield
Carol Rosenstock
David Ross
Pat & Will Rossman
Heidi L. Roth

Ron & Cathy Rotter
Jim & Carol Ruhly
Paul & Pam Rush
James & Mary Rutter
Barbara & Gerald Ryan
Mi Kyung Ryu
Tim Sailor
Kenny Saiyavong
Neeta & Kewal Saluja
Renee Moe and Jason Salus
Leah & William Sandholm
Kimberly Santiago
Lois & Gary Sater
Mae M. Saul
Nicole Saunders
David Schade
Heidi Schaefer
Nan & Bob Schaefer
John & Sarah Schaffer
Emily Schaub
Jean Schmeichel
Michael & Brenda Schmidt
Carla & Mark Schmidt
Richard Schmidt
Martha & Peter Schram
Elizabeth Schulz
Dale & Beverly Schultz
Anita Schulz & Ronald Hahm
Sara Schumann
Patricia Schweiger
Kay Schwichtenberg & Herman 

Baumann III
Jay & Katie Sekelsky
Ivan Shaliastovich
Michael Shank & Carol Troyer-Shank
Debra Shapiro
Greg Shue
Angela Sigmund
Charles & Catherine Sih
Bob & Sue Simon
Daniel A. Sims
David & Barbara Sironi
Michael Slavney
David & Lisa Smith
Reeves Smith & Glenna Carter
Robert & Suzanne Smith
Terrell & Mary Smith
Thomas & Mary Anne Smith
Ken & Lisa Sodemann
Lorraine A. Soltis
Elizabeth Somermeyer
Bill & Robby Sonzogni
Bob & Lisa Sorge
Mary Spike
Mr. Alex Squitieri
Elaine M. Staley
Cheryl Stalowski
Pam & John Stampen
Claudia Standorf
Gareth Steen
Wesley & Christina Stefonek
James Steinbach

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED
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Gary & Vivian Steinhauer
Sherri Steinhauer
Liz Stephens*
Karen & Gary Stephens
Walt & Judy Stevenson
Elaine Strassburg
Darrell & Annie Stroud
John Suby
James Sugden
Karen Suhre
Judith Sullivan
John Rees & Leslie Sullivan
David Sulman & Anne Altshuler
Joan Sumkin
Frank & Susan Sutherland
Janet Swain
Karl & Victoria Szewczyk
Sandy Tabachnick
Mindy Taranto & Ken Mericle
Peter & Ruth Taylor
Jeffrey Tews & Susan Rather
Gerald & Priscilla Thain
Susan Thibeault
Ashley Thomas
Bonnie Thomas
Kristen Thomas
Deb Duckart Thompson
Linda Thompson
Mark & Nanette Thompson
Kim & Thomas Thoresen
Matt & Laura Tills
Robert Topel
Nick & Judith Topitzes Family 

Foundation
Carol Tsagarakis
Colleen Tucker
Nancy Turman
Jennifer Uphoff Gray & Peter Gray
Amy & Andy Valentine
Rosemary Valentine
Sarah Van Dyke
Cymbre Van Fossen
Lisa Van Lieshout
Jim & Sharon Vandenberg
Harriet Vandermeer
Dick & Virgene Vatthauer
Richard Vatthauer
Travis Vaughn
Lisa & Matt Veldran
Bonnie Verhalen
Francis & Lucille Vickerman
Landon Vinger
Barbara Vogel
Lan & Gail Waddell
Paul & Sherrill Wagner
Catharine B. Waller Designated 

Passthrough Fund of the MCF
Charles & Betsy Wallman
Dr. Ronald & Janet Wanek
Sandra Ward
John & Bonnie Webber
Scott Weber

John & Jane Wegenke
Kathy & Craig Wehrle
Steve & Pat Wehrley
Richard & Lois Weiland
Susan Ellis Weismer
Sally Wellman
Urban Wemmerlöv & Mary Beth 

Schmalz
Henry Wertheimer
Jill Westberg & Jim McNamara
Janice Wexler & Ron Walker
Bill White
Carolyn White
Jackie White
Erin & Britt Wiedemann
Cindy Wiedholz
Kathy Wiggins & Matt Marty
Al & Judy Wilkins
Jeanette Williams
Roger & Kristi Williams
Lori Wilson
Michael Wilson
Jennifer & Robert Winding
Rob & Emily Wixson
Mitchell & Suzanne Wolf
Claude & Charlotte Woods
Charlotte Woolf
Betty & Jim Wottreng
Stephen J. Wright
Dora Yelk
Darlene Younger
Ms. Ann Zagzebski
Alexander Zajdel
Larry Zanoni & Cathy Cram
Tom Zaremba
Vivian & Greg Zelinka
Tom & Marykay Zimbrick
Delores Zimmerman
Krista Zimonick

* Denotes WCO Board member

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Elizabeth “Lisa” Dye in Memory of 

Jeff Dye

Karen Goodshall in Memory of  
Carol Shunk

Daniel J. & Shoko Kato Sevart in honor 
of Maestro Andrew Sewell

Thomas Skinner in memory of Mary

Sherill Slack in memory of Maj. Gen. 
Jerald Slack and Maj. John Cordts 
Slack

Mike & Linda Slavney in honor of  
Amy & Marty Fields

Happy birthday, Jodi – you are 
awesome! Love, Kathryn & Dave!

In honor of Jane: Mom & Dad gave us 
the love of music – happy birthday 
from Kathryn & Dave!

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Advanced Building Corporation
Alexander Company
American Family Insurance
American Transmission Company
Anesis Therapy
Associated Bank
Baker Tilly
BDO
Bell Laboratories, Inc.
BMOC Inc
Boardman Clark
Canopy Center
Canopy Wealth Management
CG Schmidt
Connexus Credit Union
Counting On The Arts
Cranfill Sumner
Evansville Electric LLC
Exact Sciences
Farley’s House of Pianos
Findorff
First American Title Company
First Business Bank
Foley & Lardner LLP
Frank Beverage Group
General Beverage
Goodman’s Jewelers
Greater Insurance Service Corp.
Grueninger Tours
Fox Heritage Foods, LLC
Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison
Holmes Murphy
Hooper Corporation Foundation
Humana
Husch Blackwell
Interstate Books4School
Isthmus Partners
Johnson Financial Group
JP Cullen
Kollath CPA
Krupp General Contractors
Lake Ridge Bank
The Lochner Financial Group
Lynn Holley Real Estate Group
M3 Insurance
Madison Gas & Electric
Madison Investments
Madison Top Company
Madison Women’s Health
Merrill Lynch
Metcalfe’s Market
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Miko Poke
NABIP-Wisconsin Chapter
McClone
Neider & Boucher, S.C.
Nelnet
Newcomb Construction
Numbers 4 Nonprofits

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED
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Oakwood Village
The Opportunity Team
Orange Tree Imports, Inc.
Park Bank
PBS Wisconsin
Promega Corporation
The QTI Group
Quartz
RSM US LLP
Rural Sociological Society
S&L Hospitality
Sound Marketing
Strand Associates, Inc.
Strang, Inc
Sub-Zero Group, Inc.
SVA
T. Wall Enterprises
Tien and Jim Property Management
TruStage
TSL Graphics
Urban Land Interests
U.S. Bank
Wall Family Enterprise
Wealth Enhancement Group
Westphal & Company
Wisconsin Solar Design, Inc.
Wollersheim Winery
Woodman’s Food Markets
Zimbrick, Inc. of Madison

FOUNDATION & GRANT
FUNDERS
American Family Insurance Dreams 

Foundation
American Family Insurance Institute 

for Corporate and Social Impact
Cummings Christensen Family 

Foundation
Alice M. Ditson Fund
Evjue Foundation, the charitable 

arm of the Capital Times
John J. Frautschi Family Foundation
Walter A. & Dorothy J. Frautschi 

Charitable Unitrusts
Greywolf Foundation
Heid Music Family Charitable Fund
Hooper Corporation Foundation
League of American Orchestras
Madison Community Foundation
Maurice and Arlene Reese 

Foundation
Steinhauer Charitable Trust
John W. Thompson & Jane A. Bartell 

Charitable Foundation
US Bank Foundation
Laurence & Frances Weinstein 

Foundation, Inc.

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS
Concerts on the Square is 
supported by the Madison Arts 
Commission, Dane County Arts, 
and the Wisconsin Arts Board with 
funds from the State of Wisconsin 
and the National Endowment for 
the Arts.

Note: The lists above are current up 
to May 20, 2024. We regret any errors 
and ask that you contact the WCO 
staff at wco@wcoconcerts.org or 
608.257.0638 with any feedback  
about this listing. Thank you!

Private 
Wealth: 
Empowering 
Your Financial 
Journey
FirstBusiness.Bank
Member FDIC

SUMMER,
MADE EASY.
rothcheese.com
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Together, we get to NEXT.

Proud sponsor of 
Wisconsin Chamber

Orchestra

Learn more at
www.parkbank.com



MADISON

1,300
SLOT MACHINES

OVER

4002 EVAN ACRES RD., MADISON, WI 53718
608.223.9576  |  HO-CHUNKGAMING.COM/MADISON





WHERE ADVANCED SCIENCE
MEETS LIFE-CHANGING IMPACT.

careers.exactsciences.com
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Hooper 
is here 
as a proud 
supporter of 
the Wisconsin 
Chamber 
Orchestra

S A V E  T H E  
D A T E S :

AUGUST

+FOOD TASTE JAMBOREE: 
AUGUST 18TH

 11TH - 18TH

M A D I S O N B L A C K C H A M B E R . C O M





Energizing Your Future

atcl lc.com

Every minute of every day, we keep the power flowing. The safe and reliable 

operation of our system and energy of our people contribute to the vital 

connection between where power is generated and where it is needed.  

We are experts at what we do: planning, maintaining, operating and protecting 

the regional electric grid.

» Wealth Planning
» Tax-Aware Investing

» Portfolio Management
» Retirement Planning

FIND LONG-TERM GROWTH  
STRATEGIES UNDER OUR CANOPY

As an independent Registered Investment Advisor, we are focused  
on creating customized financial plans tailored to your unique needs.  

Call us to learn how we can help you achieve your financial goals. 

8215 Greenway Blvd., Suite 540, Middleton, WI 53562 
(608) 662-9018   |   Info@Canopy-Wealth.com   |   Canopy-Wealth.com

ERn Financial, LLC, d/b/a Canopy Wealth Management (“Canopy”) is an investment advisor registered with the SEC. Additional information about 
Canopy is available on the SEC’s website at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. Registration does not imply any level of skill or training. A copy of Canopy’s 
current written disclosure statement discussing Canopy’s business operations, services, and fees is available upon request.

Eric Raether, CFP®

Founder and  
Wealth Advisor

David Muehl, CFP®

Partner and  
Wealth Advisor 

Brian J. Kopp, CFP®

, Wealth Advisor



Nelnet is proud to sponsor Maestro 
Andrew Sewell's 25th Season with 
Concerts on the Square! 
We celebrate the magic of one of Madison’s proudest 
traditions every Wednesday in the heart of summer. 

NelnetInc.com 

COMMON VALUE #6:
Community  

Involved



Explore the only place in the world 
to see all 15 crane species from around 

the world in breathtaking exhibits.

Beautiful photo opportunities
Native Prairie, Wetland, and 

Woodland Trails
World Class Gi� Shop

Open daily, May 1 - October 31
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Last Entry 4:30 p.m.



CONTACT US TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SUPPLY NEEDS!
• RESTURANTS • WHOLESALERS • GROCERS • MEAT SHOPS • ORGANIZATIONS • FUNDRAISERS •

 

UW PROVISION IS ONE OF THE LARGEST FOOD DISTRIBUTORS IN THE MIDWEST 
OF WHOLESALE FRESH, FROZEN & DRY GOODS, WITH OVER 60 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.

• BEEF •• BEEF •    PORK • LAMB • POULTRY • COMBOS • SEAFOOD • DAIRY •PORK • LAMB • POULTRY • COMBOS • SEAFOOD • DAIRY •

WWW.UWPROVISION.COM 

2315 Pleasant View Road
Middleton, WI 53562

(608) 836-7421

TEXT ‘CONCERTS’  
to 801801 to learn more  

about becoming a  
Friend of the WCO.





GO 
farther. 
smarter. 
happier.  
faster. 
stronger. 
together. 

LIFE IS BETTER 

AT THE LAKE.

Go Far. Go Together.

6430 Bridge Road, Monona, WI 53713  •  lakeridge.bank  •  (608) 223-3000  •  Member FDIC

LRB Lake Ad_5.375x8.375.qxp_Ad  6/5/24  10:57 AM  Page 1



Great Performances

Now you can stream more of your favorite award-winning 

PBS performance arts shows, including Great Performances 

and Now Hear This, alongside other great programs like 

Masterpiece, Finding Your Roots, NOVA, Nature, Ken Burns 

documentaries and many more — online and in the PBS App 

with PBS Wisconsin Passport.

Learn how to sign up or activate your membership at 

pbswisconsin.org/passport.



CORP-5705193.3-0124-0226 © TruStage

TruStage™ is the marketing name for TruStage Financial Group, Inc. its subsidiaries and affiliates. 

Insurance products are issued by CMFG Life Insurance Company, MEMBERS Life Insurance Company, 

CUMIS Insurance Society Inc., CUMIS Specialty Insurance Company Inc., American Memorial Life 

Insurance Company, and Union Security Insurance Company.

At TruStage™, we’re built on the principle of helping more people in more ways at every stage of 
their financial journey. And that starts with giving back. Last year alone, nearly $5 million dollars 
was contributed to support the communities we serve.  And, employees raised over $530,000 for 
non-profits and volunteered more than 4,738 hours. All this, to help build a brighter tomorrow.

Learn more about how we help create brighter financial futures for all at trustage.com/about-us.

TOMORROW
for nearly a century.

We’ve been thinking about

Confidence at every stage
Insurance | Investments | Technology



Under our commitment, by 2030, MGE will deliver  
our customers electricity with 80% fewer carbon  
emissions, compared to 2005. By 2050, MGE will  

deliver net-zero carbon electricity to all our  
customers, under our science-based goal.

Visit mge2050.com to learn more.

Your community energy 
company is building a 

more sustainable future.



8 0 s  T O  N O W !



usbank.com/privatewealth

An investment in arts and culture is an investment in the 
heart of our community. That’s why U.S. Bank is proud to 
support the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra’s Concerts 
on the Square. Thank you for contributing to the arts and 
enriching our local culture for years to come.

Nathan J. Boebel
Senior Vice President, Managing Director 
U.S. Bank Private Wealth Management
608-252-4161  |  nathan.boebel@usbank.com

Enriching 
lives,  
touching  
hearts

Member FDIC. 
©2024 U.S. Bank 1218601 CR-27059647 (5/24)



For those who seek out new voices,  
new chords, and new inspiration, 

WPR is made for you.

88.7 
WPR News  

Madison

107.9 
WPR Music  

Madison 

wpr.org
Listen online




